Great Reading Adventure: Cities Under Siege Weekend

Watershed Media Centre

Saturday 5 – Sunday 6 February 2005

As part of Bristol’s 2005 Great Reading Adventure in which everyone is encouraged to read Helen Dunmore’s highly acclaimed novel The Siege, we are hosting a weekend of talks and films at Watershed Media Centre on the theme of cities under siege. 

During the weekend, Helen Dunmore will be talking about the writing of The Siege and all audience members will receive a free copy of the book. 

Historian John Penny will give a vivid account of Bristol’s wartime experience, Frederick Taylor will reappraise the bombing of Dresden, Gijs van Hensbergen will provide a fascinating insight into Picasso’s iconic painting ‘Guernica’ and Gilda O’Neill will recall East End life during World War Two. 

Tickets for author talks are £3.00 (£2.50 concession).

The films to be shown are Carrie’s War, Kanal, North Star and Hope and Glory.

Films are free (ticket required).

Book at the Watershed Box Office: 1 Canon’s Road, Harbourside, Bristol BS15TX

t: 0117 927 5100

The Box Office is open Monday to Friday from 0900hrs / Saturday and Sundayfrom 1000hrs. It closes 15 minutes after the start of the final film that day. 

Note that times given in the programme below are doors opening time; the actual start time is promptly 15 minutes later.

Speakers, films and timings may be subject to change at any time. Check here on the Great Reading Adventure website and at the Watershed box office for any announcements.

Cities Under Siege Weekend: Saturday 5 – Sunday 6 February 2005

Saturday 5 February 2005 

10.45
Carrie’s War (U) 


Corky Giedroyc, BBC tv, 2003, 89 minutes

Younger participants in the 2005 Great Reading Adventure are reading Carrie’s War, Nina Bawden’s classic novel of wartime evacuees sent from London to a small Welsh village. It is a story that appeals to all ages. This television adaptation stars Alun Armstrong, Pauline Quirke and Geraldine McEwan.


Finish 12.30    Free    Audience members must obtain a ticket for entry.

13.15
Bristol at War: John Penny

Historian John Penny, author of Bristol at War, will talk about Bristol’s wartime experience, vividly bringing back to life a period in which the city faced the continued threat of air attack from the Luftwaffe. This will be directly followed by the showing of ‘A City at War’, a documentary narrated by HTV’s Richard Wyatt which uses colour film footage shot in Bristol during the war held by the Bristol Record Office (shown by permission of Video by Design). 


Finish 15.30    Tickets £3.00 full price/ £2.50 concession
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16.00
The Bombing of Dresden: Frederick Taylor 

Frederick Taylor’s Dresden: Tuesday 13 February 1945 was acclaimed as the first serious reappraisal of one of the most famous air raids of the Second World War. It provided an in-depth understanding of both the historical and contemporary context of Dresden during the conflict. Frederick Taylor is also the author of several acclaimed novels set in Germany and has edited and translated a number of works from German, including the Goebbels Diaries 1939-41.

Finish 17.15    Tickets £3.00 full price/ £2.50 concession


[image: image2.png]



17.45
Gijs van Hensbergen on ‘Guernica’


Gijs van Hensbergen, author of Guernica: the biography of a twentieth-century icon, examines the hidden history and politics of Picasso’s astounding painting, one of the most famous in the world. Nazi Germany’s bombing of the Basque town of Gernika during the Spanish Civil War became a trial run for the Blitzkriegs of the Second World War. Gijs van Hensbergen gives a compelling account that tracks the painting’s role in the battle against Fascism, as the nucleus of New York’s Museum of Modern Art and as a symbol of reconciliation in a democratic Spain. 

Finish 19.00    Tickets £3.00 full price/ £2.50 concession
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19.15
Helen Dunmore

Helen Dunmore is an award-winning poet and author for adults and children who has lived in Bristol for over 30 years. The Guardian has described her as an ‘electrifying and original talent’ and The Times said her ‘novels are gorgeous, brutally sensuous and disturbing’. She will be talking about her work, focusing in particular on The Siege, the novel everyone in Bristol is being encouraged to read, which recounts the human suffering and will to survive during the siege of Leningrad.

Finish 20.30    Tickets £3.00 full price/ £2.50 concession
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20.45
Kanal (12)


Andrzej Wajda, Poland, 1957, 96 minutes

Set drawing the Warsaw uprising of 1944, this harrowing film depicts the last survivors of the third Platoon of the Resistance as they wade into the city’s underground sewers in hopes of escape. With Teresa Izewska and Tadeusz Janczar.

Free    Audience members must obtain a ticket for entry.
Sunday 6 February 2005 

11.45
North Star (PG)


Lewis Milestone, USA, 1943, 108 minutes

The inhabitants of a Ukranian collective are overrun by German troops in this Hollywood drama made during the period of wartime solidarity with the Soviet Union. The film is based on a screenplay by Lillian Hellman and has an original score by Aaron Copland. With Dana Andrews, Anne Baxter, Walter Huston and Farley Granger.



Finish 13.40    Free    Audience members must obtain a ticket]
14.15
East End Life in World War Two: Gilda O’Neill

Gilda O’Neill, best-selling author of My East End and Our Street, grew up in Bethnal Green in a family that shared stories about past and present East End life. She recalls the hopes and fears of ordinary people caught up in the hardships, danger and camaraderie of World War Two. 

Finish 15.30    Tickets £3.00 full price/ £2.50 concession


[image: image5.png]



16.00
Hope and Glory (15)


John Boorman, UK, 1987, 118 minutes

Boorman’s semi-autobiographical film looks at London’s wartime experience during the blitz through the eyes of a nine-year-old boy. The upheaval and breakdown of order brings adventure and liberation, and the joy of Hitler blowing up his school. With Sarah Miles, Sammi Davis and Ian Bannen.

Finish 18.13    Free    Audience members must obtain a ticket for entry.
